
Knowledge Map:

Photograph Tips
• Make sure you plan your photoshoot.  Use the photography planning 

worksheet.
• There are lots of things to consider before you take your photographs for 

example, costume, make-up, environment, subject matter, time of day, props 
to name a few.

• You will also need to consider the composition element to help the success of 
your photos.

Watch this YouTube Video for tips and advice for taking  portrait photos on your 
smartphone.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NALsNo0qHew

Portrait tips
• Get to know your phone, the more you play and experiment with the setting the better your 

photos will be.
• Make sure your lens is clean.
• Pick plain backgrounds, avoid busy backgrounds.
• Find your framing, isolate the subject.
• Talk to your sitter, instruct them to how you want them to stand and where you want them to 

look.
• Add a grid to camera settings. Use the rule of thirds and position their eyes on crosses during 

a close up.
• Use natural lighting both inside and outside, think about where the sitter needs to be 

positioned in relation to the lighting.
• Experiment with night photographs.
• Experiment with angles- position yourself higher or lower than the sitter.
• Use the focus setting on your phone.
• Edit your photo to black and white, or experiment with your filters to alter the colour.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NALsNo0qHew


Knowledge Map: MTTM
Paper shadow sculptures

Francis Bruguière 

Jaroslav Rössler 

Jerry Reed

Different ways of 
manipulating
paper/card:
Fold
Screw up
Scrunch
roll
curl
bend
rip
cut
Layer
join

Genre:
Abstract

Equipment:
Card/paper
Craft knife
Cutting mat
Lamps
Light box

CRAFT KNIFE SAFETY
Do not move around the room with the blade open.
 Keep the blades down and locked when not in use.
Do not put the blade up higher than the depth of the 
surface you are cutting.
Always use a cutting matt.
Never cut towards your hand always cut away.
Jokes about knifes are not acceptable in this room!!!!!
Inform a teacher straight away if you cut yourself.

These 3 photographers all show 
the influence of 20th Century art 
movements such as 
Constructivism, Futurism and 
Cubism  in their work.



Knowledge Map: 
Photography Genres
Part 1

There are many different 
genres of photography. There 
are specific skills and 
considerations you need to 
think about to take 
successful photos in each 
genre.
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Photography Genres
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There are many different 
genres of photography. There 
are specific skills and 
considerations you need to 
think about to take 
successful photos in each 
genre.
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genres of photography. There 
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Knowledge Map: 
Photography Genres
Part 4

There are many different 
genres of photography. There 
are specific skills and 
considerations you need to 
think about to take 
successful photos in each 
genre.



Knowledge Map: 
Photography Composition elements
Part 1
When taking a photograph you need to consider different 
composition elements, you may just focus on one, or you 
might consider 2 or 3 in the same shot.



Knowledge Map: 
Photography Composition elements
Part 2
When taking a photograph you need to consider different 
composition elements, you may just focus on one, or you 
might consider 2 or 3 in the shame shot.



Knowledge Map: Strike a Pose

Don’t just jump into a photo shoot make a plan.  If you have a good foundation of what you want to 
do the creativity will follow. 

• Refer to Your Artist Analysis. This will help you answer the questions below in more detail.
• Write a description of what you are hoping to capture in this photoshoot, Remember to try an 

meet the needs of AO4 (Refer to AO4 Knowledge maps to help).

Now you have an idea of what you are trying to capture answer the following questions. 

• What technical equipment will you need to use?
• What props/costumes will you need?
• Where is the most appropriate location for this photo shoot? Explain why?
• What will be the most appropriate lighting arrangement for this shoot?
• Will you need to use people in your shoot? How many? Age? Gender? Size/height?
• Will you need to add any make- up to the people you are using in the shoot?  What make-up will 

need to be done?
• Are there any composition elements that you will need to ensure you capture?  This may include 

Viewpoints, close ups, texture.  Use the supplied worksheet to help you.
• What is the composition arrangement?  Consider what is in the foreground, mid ground and 

background. Consider the size of everything in relation to each other, where colours have been 
positioned and the visual impact to these choices.

• While the beginnings of the photo shoot you will focus on how you will take photos similar to the 
image that is inspiring you. As the shoot develops so should your ideas.  By the end of the photo 
shoot your ideas should have evolved.  You should plan for this (although some ideas and creative 
development should happen naturally during the shoot.) 
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