
KS4 Bill Elliot – Live Theatre Review 
Students study the play Billy Elliot the Musical and learn to write a Live Theatre Review

Evaluation

Context 
The community, in which the vast majority of adult males 
work in the coal industry, is suffering through a major work 
stoppage (strike) to protest Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher’s attempts to break the then powerful coal miners. 
Billy Elliot’s family (consisting of father Jackie, older brother 
Tony and Grandma) are severely affected by the strike as 
both Jackie and Tony are miners who are on strike. One 
storyline is about the strike and the tensions within the 
community between the miners and the authorities 
(represented by the police, who have been brought in from 
London to keep order.

Storyline
The storyline is about 11-year-old Billy himself. His dad (and 
indeed the society in which he lives) basically maintains that boys 
should be macho. So being tough and being able to defend 
oneself is basic. Billy, like his father and brother before him, is 
therefore enrolled in boxing classes at the Miners Welfare Hall – a 
community meeting place that also houses the dance classes of 
Mrs. Wilkinson. Billy really doesn’t like the boxing classes. Mrs. 
W, seeing the potential that Billy has as a dancer, works it out 
with Billy that she’ll secretly give him lessons, with the goal that 
he’ll eventually try out for the Royal Ballet School (RBS). Later, 
after being accepted to the school, the story becomes very 
emotional as Billy leaves the community that has become very 
supportive of him to attend the RBS. The RBS will provide him 
with a way to break out of the depressing mode of trying to earn 
a living in a community supported by an industry on the decline
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