
6/6 Year 9 Creative Media
Composite Knowledge: To learn to create a magazine for a target audience

Students will learn about the genre conventions of magazines and the use this knowledge to create their own unique magazine. This 
is a mock of their non examined assessment that will be worth 30% of their final grade 

• Contexts 
•Political: Is there a political context in the magazine? Are political themes being 
brought up that are similar to issues currently going on?
•Historical: What period is the text set in? The future, the past, a mixture of the two? 
Are any historical issues being revisited?
•Social: Are any issues that are currently impacting society raised e.g. Global 
warming, immigration, government policies.
•Economical: The budgetary constraints/ commercial viability of media texts. Does 
the film highlight issues around the economy e.g. The recession.
•Cultural: What cultures are represented e.g. ethnicities, regions, religions etc.? 
If particular groups are represented, we as audiences might be able to associate 
with their situation. Are any cultures underrepresented?



Term Defintition
Masthead The name and logo of the magazine.

Mode Of Address How the magazine talks to the audience and the type of 
language used for example formal or informal

House Style A magazines distinctive design that distinguishes it from its 
competitors.

Sell Lines Persuasive text on the cover that helps to sell the magazine 
to the audience. Kerrang!’s sell line is “life is loud”.

Cover Lines Articles highlighted on the front page to draw readers into the 
magazine

Banners Text, which stands out because it’s on a coloured 
background.

Strap Lines A smaller headline, printed above the main headline. Also 
known as a slogan

Anchorage The way in which text helps to pin down the meaning of a 
picture.

Headline Catchy title for the main article.

Pugs: These are placed at the top right and left corners of the 
page and are known as the 'ears'. Examples of content that 
is placed here is the price of the product, the logo or a 
promotion.

Copy text used in the magazine

Puffs Boxes on the front page that promote features found inside the 
magazine

Buzz Words Free", "Exclusive" and "Wow" are all examples. They attract the 
readers’ attention

Sweet Spot- the bottom left hand side of the magazine where promotions such 
as freebies are positioned

Drop 
Capitals 

Really big letters, which start off an article.

Cross Head Small sub-heading used to split up a large block of text.

White 
Space 

white parts of a page other than text or pictures.

By-lines name of the person who wrote the article. Picture Credits - where 
did the photos come from, or who took them

Borders the gaps at the edges of the page.

Gutters the gaps between the columns of text.

Leading the space between lines of text.

Typography A particular style of typography that reflects the house style or brand of 
magazine

Visual Codes The colour pallets that relates to the house style or indicates the season 
the magazine is issued in

Glossary for Magazines 
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